Serum antithrombin III and alpha-2-antiplasmin concentrations in patients with Hodgkin's disease in the course of chemotherapy.
Disturbances in hemostasis in cancer disease frequently occur. This clinical situation may contribute to the spread and metastasis of cancer. The determination of inhibitors controlling hemostasis especially during treatment may be of value for the evaluation of effectiveness of treatment and balancing of hemostasis. Twenty four patients diagnosed with Hodgkin's disease were introduced to our studies. The level of antithrombin III (AT-III) and alpha-2-antiplasmin (alpha-2-AP) in sera were determined before, during and after treatment with MOPP. We found decrease of AT-III concentration before treatment, and chemotherapy increased the level of this inhibitor but still below the level of control. Alpha-2-AP concentration was higher in patients and MOPP application decreased the level below the values found in controls. The determination of concentration of both inhibitors may be important for the evaluation of the effect of treatment in understanding how the disturbances of hemostasis may be equilibrated.